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SECRET LUSAKA 1044 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-2 
TAGS: CASC, AO, ZA 

SUB J : WAV WASHINGTON POST REPORTER LEON DASH 

REF: LUSAKA 0874 

1 . INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO THE EMBASSY AND DATING FROM 
LAST WEEKEND INDICATES THAT DASH IS LIVE AND WELL AND 
ON HIS WAY OUT OF ANGOLA. HE AND THE PARTY HE IS WITH 
ARE ENCOUNTERING DELAYS DUE TO FLOODED CONDITIONS PRE- 
VAILING IN ANGOLAN TERRITORY THEY ARE CROSSING. WE 
HAVE BEEN PROMISED THAT WE WILL BE INFORMED WHEN HE 
ARRIVES IN ZAMBIA. 

2. EMBASSY IS CONSCIOUS OF THE CONCERN FOR DASH'S WELL 
BEING AND IS MAKING EVERY EFFORT TO OBTAIN INFORMATION 
ABOUT HIS MOVEMENTS. HOWEVER, WE HAVE NO DIRECT CON- 
TACT WITH THOSE PEOPLE RESPONSIBLE FOR HIM DURING HIS 
STAY IN ANGOLA AND MUST, THEREFORE, WORK THROUGH THIRD 
PARTIES. THIS LEADS TO DELAYS AND TO WHAT IS SOMETIMES 
DATED INFORMATION. WE WOULD HOPE THAT THE DEPARTMENT 
BEARS THIS IN MIND IN DISCUSSING DASH WITH POST OFFICIALS. 
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